W1 MERMAID PANIC:

Donit give up, Princess!
Cooking in the Kaidou family kitchen.
Pracicing making tomorrow’s lunches,

I'm doing OK.

making chicken kats.
But, it docsn't ook anything ke the kind Izumi makes.

Then again, Lzumi s 100% the family-orinied type.

e wouldn't be the type to make Ryuuichi complan,
‘Actually, 1 hink the two of them would get along realy well.
But

“Nenolt The water isnt supposed o boil over ke that!



“Shinj, if we don' se wate.then there's 1o way we an coo
"Bt dontwant 0.

I thete some reason you'e agaiast using wter

Tzumi made a myserons fce.

Bt T touch waer, 1l um back info  mermaid

And T don' want anyone o fid outthat T mermid.

So.

Cooking is ard.

anything else o do with wate 1o someone else.
“This i eally fnsportant,s0 T can't s it up and forger.

“Whatsse you doiag. Shinju?”

“Well. You said if dou' use water, [ cant relly cook anything.”
‘Lunch with the transfr stadent il

I my head, 1 kept thinking of her over and over

he was eally gorgeons.

Ste looked reall sweet 0.
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1 glanced over a Tzum's hunch, and it looked realy good.
Even though T cant use waer, T shouldut just give up.

T dont want Rywnichi fo hate me.

T can'letanything other than him iking me be an option.
S0, e o 10 ecome the kind of gir that Rywuichi likes.
Wha

What should 1 do?

Tzumi's "over.

“The transfer studea gils "l

Seiko's lover.

Andmy "Love” 100

“Lzumi, Tcan' give up."



ve got o be true to myselt.
“Shinju”

I never going 0 b family-riened. s | give up on tht
Really

1 can' be around ater.

“There's noing 0 b done bout ha,

“Are you going 0 give p on Ryuwichi, 107"

Wl

“Imean, | can do my bestat cooking, but | think others will il be
better than me a that.

And thats true but,
L
1 donft want to force someone o like me.

And when I met Ryuichi for the frst time.

realized lked
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il confess,

Imshaking

Bu

ihink T be okay.

Bu

He might hate me,

But

Maybe it1l make Rywuichi ke me.

ut, that's o good.”
"I being serious. I really do like Ryuuichi, | think ™
“Llike him. But.."

I even one drop of water touches me, 11l definitly trm ino a
mermaid.

And Tcan' et him see me as anything other than human.
Fean'tgive up.

Tcan't be helped.



®
But-

My hear stoppect

Isthis - *The Legend of the Mermaid®?
Maybe my felings re wrong.

Magbe e misunderstood how @ ealy fel
Bam.

The fontdoor suddenly slmmed
Soonafe,Seko's vice ollowed

“Big brother, are you home yer?”
“Scikochan?”

Whatis she doin her

She was huffng and wheezng

Did she rn home?

She scemed completely out ofbreath
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Her fuce looked blue:
“Where's my brother?”

“He's not home yet”

s i vaiin orsomeone t hshoo i, nd thought s
he had gotten home and came in through the bac

Seiko.
She was always waiting around for Ryuichi
She rally docs love him,

" . 1 hought T saw that gir he was h .
before.”

“The girl from before?
m sure she meant that transfer student gir.

Ste was with him,

Rywichi
transer sudents through orientation

But



“The clock on the wall
Showwed tha it was nearly 6 PM.

There was o way he was sil doing an orientation by now.
"Lean't believe i, eeeecez. He should be home by now.”

ko hit the nal on the head.

gz
Withou hinking. 1 souted
Scikojumped,and made waer splash e me.
Oh o, m n dangernow

I notied that Seko was ll et

A, sory, it was rning on my way home”
Rain?

O, its mining.

Tean see it outide of the window.
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s stillrining

"Hey, Shinju, you dropped something.”
Hu?

Dropped something...2

Lzumi looked thoughifully st me.

And suddenly 1 had a realy bad feclng.

hatis this?"

h, thanks 12

i T pick it up.”
Thars what 1 sd.

Butit was arady to

i s what 1 dropped

"Shinju, that picture.



Tknew 1 had a bad feling fo a reason
My picture of Ryuuichi had fallen on the ground.
Tzumi tumed to me with a shocked face.

Feould el from her face tha she was upset.

‘m sory..When you dropped yourbag, Lz
“That partof what 1 was saying was .
“Ljust forgot o give t bk to you™

Well nove T guess you know how | rlly fel.”
1 new about it even before this.

Lzumi untied her apron.

e had fel the

same way about him.

Lzumi's face looked sd.

In Rywichi
that fce.

“Lknow tha the person you lked, Izumi..was Ryuueh, all along,
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zumi nodded her head.

Tzumi must realy,really, really b in love with Ryuuichi.

el then - why did you say you wanted my help with i

feel about him.."

“Because | though that out of the two ofus, Ryuichi defintely likes
youbeter”

eumi smiled assoon as 1 said that
i prety sue Ryuichi ik you more than me, Shinju.”
Ko hinksthat Ryuichifkes me more than hr.
Secrety 1 agreed.

But

ol et her know that

“The rain outside ofthe window.
Kept geting heavier

“What's wrong, Shinju? Are you waiting around to welcome Ryuuichi



s jus that, 1 can't go out here "
“Why nt? I donft hink you'l gt locked out.”

just can't go out”

IFeven one dropofth i touches e, 1w ino @ mermaid
And another drop ofrain would tum me back into & human again.
Anyway,the humans dfiitcly must not e me in my mermaid form.
And then T wonbethe gilthat Ryuuichi ks,

He wont ke me atall.

o e st got 0 hope that he lkes me ik this st

Lama Princess, e .

“The one the"Mermaid's Legend” foreels of

Y though that being more ke Lzumi would help my chances.

Bt maybe that's ot cnough.



	147
	148
	149
	150
	151
	152
	153
	154
	155
	156
	157
	158

